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Saratoga, Encampment, Riverside and Ryan Park Wyoming
Southeast Wyoming Trail Maps and More Inside

The Sno-Rag

Produced by the Saratoga Sun

Platte Valley’s Winter Adventure Guide

1st Place - Staff
Special Section or Supplement

Judges comment: “Tons of information in 
easy to digest format. Clean layout, good 

use of graphics. Clear winner.”

1st Place - Dana Davis
Use of Graphic Elements

Judges comment: “The reversed arrow 
graphic is a unique visual aid to draw 

attention to the subject. It’s prominence 
draws the eye into the ad.”

Honorable Mention - Dana Davis
Use of Graphic Elements

Judges comment: “Sometimes simple is 
better. The spaghetti wrapped fork is elegant 

and compliments the verbiage. The black 
and white is very attractive.”

1st Place - Dana Davis
Small Ad

Judges comment: “Nice clean ad colors go 
nicely together.”

2nd Place - Dana Davis
Small Ad

Judges comment: “Loved the graphic–very 
unique for a help wanted ad.”

2nd Place - Dana Davis
Institutional Ad

Judges comment: “This ad commands 
attention. The message is simple and 

respectful. The black and white makes more 
of an impact with the subject matter than 
color could. Good font choice, the sans 

serif type doesn’t compete or clash with the 
customer logo.”

2nd Place - Dana Davis
Best Designed ad

Judges comment: “Red graphics on dark 
background really makes this ad stand out.”

1st Place - Dana Davis
Information Graphic

Judges comment: “Excellent graphic! This 
is something that can be not only easily 

understood but also remembered.”

2022 Wyoming Press Associat ion Awards

The Saratoga Sun won 2nd place in the Foundation Sweepstakes in the small weeklies category.
This award is presented to newspapers winning the most awards across all categories.
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2nd Place - Dana Davis & Joshua Wood
Plus Business Advertising Idea

Judges comment: “Great idea–sponsored content ad reads easily.”

Letters to 
Santa

Produced by the Saratoga Sun

Honorable Mention - 
Dana Davis & Joshua 

Wood
Plus Business 

Advertising Idea
Judges comment: “Loved 

these pages–showing kid’s 
letters is always fun.”

1st Place - Dana Davis & Joshua Wood 
Plus Business Advertising Idea - RNB Sponsored Weathr

Judges comment: “Nice looking.”
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by Mike Armstrong
Just as 2021 came to a close, 

the town of Medicine Bow 
received news their Public Works 
Director, Charlie George was 
retiring after 16 years of service 
with the town. It was the fi rst time 
a town employee had actually 
retired. Prior years had workers 
leave on their own and at request 
of the town.  

He will be missed.
“Charlie has been great to work 

with,” Mayor Sharon Biamon 
said. “He really cared about the 
town and the people that lived 
here. He set a bar that will be 
tough to match. Everyone will 
miss him.”

George came to work for the 
town 16 years ago, but his ties 
to the town go back much further.

“I went to grade school and 
junior high in Medicine Bow. I left 
when I was in 8th grade,” George 
said. “The years went by and I 
was back in Wyoming and the 
opportunity came up to work for 
the town and I took it.”

George said the public works 
has you working for the entire 
town.

“In small towns, you don’t 
just work for the mayor and the 
council, you work for the entire 
population,” George said. “It is 
hard to please all the people 
all the time, and it is a tough 
job because it isn’t the sort of 
occupation you can leave the 
work at the office. You find 
yourself thinking about the town 
and its residents all the time.”

George said during his years 
in public works he tried to be fair 
and do his best to address every 
resident’s concern.

“I didn’t do something for 
somebody, that I wouldn’t do 
for everybody,” George said. “It 
is a hard and you don’t do it to 
hear people say thanks. You do 
the job for the self-satisfaction 
of knowing that your actions are 
helping the residents.”

George said there is a lot of 
work to be done when it comes 
to small towns.

“Little towns have it a lot worse 
than big towns like Laramie, 
Casper and Cheyenne,” George 
said. “All the bigger towns have 
departments that take care of 

certain areas of the public works. 
Small towns have to do it all. 
We are involved in sanitation 
removal, street grading, snow 
plowing, helping parks and 
rec stayed mowed, building 
maintenance, water treatment 
and water distribution, waste 
water treatment; you name it, 
public works was likely involved 
in some way.”

George said there are many 
things to be aware in the job he 
was in, because public works is 

protecting the public.
“We have to make sure 

water is safe to drink and that 
sanitation guidelines are being 
met because the residents are 
depending on this in their day-
to-day life,” George said. “A 
stop sign has to be put up if 
it is knocked down. There a 
thousand different things public 
works is involved in and people 
don’t realize. They might see us 
do one thing and not know that 
we have done a dozen things 
before the thing that they do see. 
In public works, you have to be 
satisfied that are contributing 
to the good of the town and 
understand that most of what you 
do, people just are not aware of.”

He said it is important for 
a small town to have a good 
mayor and good council that 
understand funds have to be 
allocated and set aside for all the 

different tasks that are required 
to keep the town’s infrastructure 
running smoothly and safely.

George said that small towns 
have gotten hit hard by price 
increases of fuel over the years.

“We use a lot in different ways,” 
George said. “For instance, to 
plow streets in Medicine Bow, I 
have said it costs about $1,000 
dollars every time you plow with 
wages, fuel and wear and tear 
on the equipment. That is a lot 
of money and we have to be 

careful, meaning that we didn’t 
snowplow every time it snowed. 
A lot of people didn’t understand 
how expensive it was. Blading 
the roads is the same. One 
time can have you go through 
a whole set of cut edges. Being 
on a budget makes public works 
careful how it spends money and 
to do so effectively.”

George said if a town had an 
unlimited budget, it would be 
one thing, but most small towns 
have to be careful to not go into 
the red. 

“Thank God for Karen (Heath-
the town treasurer and town 
clerk) because she kept me 
appraised of what we had and 
the clerk is equally as important 
as public works,” George said. 
“They keep you on the straight 
and narrow. Honestly everyone 
that works for a small town, has 
a very important job that I don’t 

think gets the recognition that we 
as residents should give them.”

 George has heard plenty of 
residents say public works does 
a good job and another group 
say, ‘I wish they would do this 
or what aren’t they doing this.’

“We don’t always get a lot 
of public input such as council 
meetings. That is where if 
there are questions a resident 
should come, not just complain 
throughout town,”  George 
said. “I am not saying this is 
just Medicine Bow. This is all 
small towns. Town councils 
are important to attend for this 
reason. It does no good to just 
complain on the street, not 
when there is an opportunity 
for public works, the mayor and 
council to hear and understand 
a particular problem. This is 
where everyone should put in 
their two cents.”

George said when a public 
works big project got done, he 
felt great satisfaction. He is 
glad that the town now elects 
mayor for four years instead of 
three. He said it gives time for 
the mayor to accomplish goals 
that three years didn’t always 
allow. He also gives credit to the 
residents who are on the council 
(some multiple times) and are 
dedicated to the town because 
there have been years when no 
person would run.

“I can think of several now in 
Medicine Bow who stepped up 
and ran because nobody else 
would,” George said. “These 
people deserve so much respect 
for how much they care about 
the town.”

The respect runs both ways. 
All the council members said 
George would  be missed 
and that he had helped the 
community tremendously over 
the 16 years.

“With Charlie, what you see, 
is what you get,” Heath said. 
“There was nothing hidden and 
he was always honest. We didn’t 
always agree on everything, 
but then we would talk it out. 
He was one of the nicest, most 
supportive co-workers you could 
ever ask for. If Charlie said he 
would do it, it was his word.”

There are memories of his 
years in public works that brings 
a smile to him. That was working 
with his dog Bo. This pup was 
entrenched with the town and 
public works; that he even had 
a mailbox that residents could 

drop off doggie treats. Bo lived 
and worked with George for 15 
years. According to Heath, they 
were a package deal.

“People appreciated Bo. They 
would always ask Karen where 
he was, but seldom asked 
where I was,” George chuckled. 
“The acceptance he got was 
really heartening. I also enjoyed 
working with all the people in 
town. It was always nice to get 
the thank you.”

George said probably the 
most diffi cult part of the job was 
digging graves for friends that he 
had known for years.

“We take care of the cemetery 
and dig the graves,” George 
said. “It can be overwhelming 
to some people, but I took it on 
as saying farewell to my friends. 
It is a part of the job, but it a lot 
on your shoulders as you put 
this person you knew and cared 
for in their fi nal resting place. 
I was to do it for the friends I 
knew versus it being done by 
someone that didn’t know them.”

George said he admires all 
the public works guys in other 
small towns.

“Sometimes it is hard to go out 
in the public sometimes, and all 
public works personnel have to 
just take pride they are doing 
the best they can, given the 
circumstances,” George said. “It 
boils down to, if you take care of 
the public, the public will take of 
you eventually. Residents just 
have to understand that public 
works doesn’t have just one job 
and they don’t have just one 
boss. It isn’t a 9 to 5 job. Giving 
a pat on the back to these guys 
goes a long way.”

George sa id  he re t i red 
because it felt like the right time. 
He is looking forward to visiting 
his children and grandchildren. 
He did have a funny moment with 
his wife Mary, who is secretary at 
Hanna Elementary.

“I don’t really have an agenda 
with retirement,” George said. 
“So Mary asked if she should 
make a list things to do, I told 
her I would go back to work. 
What I look forward to is going 
fi shing, like probably everyone 
who retires and having the whole 
summer to visit my kids and 
grandkids when Mary is off.” 

“I was glad to be able to help 
Medicine Bow over the years the 
best way I could,” George said. 
“That is a great way to go out. 
I wish Medicine Bow the best.”

Charlie George gets ready to leave his retirement party that 
friends gave him in honor of 16 years of service.
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Protecting the public
Charlie George 

relfects on 16 years 
as Director of Public 
Works for MedBow

Photo courtesy Karen Heath  

Honorable Mention - Mike Armstrong
Government Issue Reporting

Judges comment: “Well written and good job of revealing the character of the man retiring.”
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I found out Tuesday morning I 
was an orphan.

The last of my four parents had 
passed away quietly at 5:45 a.m.  
Although I had been warned 
by a nurse the day before my 
stepfather’s end was possibly 
approaching, I was positive 
he would rally as he has done 
before. I was reinforced in my 
belief all would be fine when 
my sister, Michelle, saw him on 
Monday and talked to him for 
about an hour.

My stepfather, Stuart, has 
been in my life since I was little 
over 5 years old when both my 
parents remarried. I don’t really 
remember my biological parents 
being together very much, but I 
never felt like I missed anything 
because I don’t.  Each parent 
had their distinctive personalities 
and, for the most part, I am a 
better man for it.

My father was a very religious 
man and a true rocket scientist, 
a farm boy who made good. He 
gave me a strong spiritual belief. 
My stepmother was the type of 
typical homemaker who had 
cookies, or some sort of treat, 
waiting for me when I came 
home from school.  She made 
me want to be kind to people 
because she was. My mother 
instilled in me very early, life is 
not a dress rehearsal and to live 
with as few regrets as possible. 
It has become a motto for me.

The tough one was Stuart, who 
was one of the most exacting 
people I have ever met. Hyper 
intelligent, he worked for IBM 
almost all his life as a manager 
of some sort at different plants. 

He was the parent who pushed 
me to look at all angles before 
making any impulsive decision. 
Stuart hated when people around 
him did something stupid and 
made it clear.

He could be so annoying 
because, as a kid, I did lots of 
unwise things. Plus, as often as 
not, he was the smartest guy in 
the room and wasn’t shy about 
letting people know it. To say 
he didn’t suffer fools is being 
kind. Less kind, would be to say 
he was somewhat arrogant. I 
always felt he gave me good 
practice to deal with personalities 
like this as I encountered them 
in life. 

There was quite a time when 
I doubted I could ever be close 
with him.

My biological father passed 
way too early.  He didn’t even 
get to enjoy retirement. My 
stepmother didn’t really want 
to live without him and she 
basically died of a broken heart 
five years later, although cancer 
was diagnosed as the cause. 

It was pretty tough to lose 
them at a fairly young age, but 
my mother and Stuart kept the 
parental fires going. Although my 
mother was not wild about me 
taking her words so seriously by 
living overseas. 

I would visit them and there 
were times that were great and 
other times, that weren’t. My 
mother became obsessed with 
me coming back to live around 
her, or at least the USA. Stuart 
loved her very much and usually 
would side with her.

They were very happy when 
I bought my home in Wyoming. 

I would call weekly when I was 
in America and I found Stuart 
actually listening to me. When I 
was overseas, the calls were not 
as frequent. Whereas my mother 
wanted to know when I was 
coming home, I noticed Stuart 
liked hearing my adventures.

I have always assumed that 
started our bonding.

Time marched  on ,  and 

they aged fairly graceful until 
about three years ago. Then 
deterioration of physical health 
meant they had to go into 
assisted living. They moved to 
Colorado from Maine to be closer 
to my sister and me. My mother 
didn’t last six months because 
she was one of the unfortunate 
elderly to get Covid-19 when it 
first hit Denver.

Stuart became the last parent 
alive and, although his health 
wasn’t excellent, it always 
comforted me to talk to him and 
I hoped he would be around for 
years to come.

I tried to phone him every 
Sunday since, with the advent 
of the pandemic, I could not visit 
him other than stand outside 
a window. Fortunately, that 
changed a couple months ago.

 Stuart who had once been 
one of the hardest people to 
get along with during my youth, 
became one of my biggest 
supporters of the life I was living. 

See “Stepfather” on page 5

o P i N i o N/e D i To r i a l

Ode to the stepfather

2nd Place - Mike Armstrong
Column Writing

Judges comment: “Wonderful and honest tribute for a man you’ve made all your readers 
care about.”

2nd Place - Mike Armstrong
Business/Energy Reporting

Judges comment: “Good handling of high-interest business developments in the community 
and region.”

2nd Place - Mike Armstrong
Arts–Entertainment–Culture Reporting

Judges comment: “The writer covered stories about a French freelance journalist reporting 
on the history of coal in Hanna, which has a similar mining history to the Nord-Pas-de-
Calais Mining Basin in northern France; a Hanna resident, who after his bar was shut 

down at the beginning of COVID, transitioned his time to woodworking and a resurgence of 
Pokemon Go in Hanna. Good historical details in the coal and Pokemon Go stories.”

2nd Place - Staff
Headline Writing

2022 Wyoming Press Associat ion Awards


