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2022 WYOMING PREsSsS ASSOCIATION AWARDS

The Saratoga Sun won 2nd place in the Foundation Sweepstakes in the small weeklies category.
This award is presented to newspapers winning the most awards across all categories.

The Sno-Rag

Platte Oalley’s Winter Adventure Guide

Saratoga, Encampment, Riverside and Ryan Park Wyoming
Southeast Wyoming Trail Maps and More Inside

- . - X
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1st Place - Staff
Special Section or Supplement
Judges comment: “Tons of information in
easy to digest format. Clean layout, good
use of graphics. Clear winner.”

Christmas dgcorating
on a budget?

Bridge Street Bargains has everything you need to

make your place festive! Totes and totes and TOTES of

Christmas lights are waiting to be strung up on trees,
houses and businesses. Come see everything we have!

BRIDGE
o |STREET
Tuesday- Thu;sda}r BARGAINS
10am-5pm 114 E Bridge Ave.
Saratoga, WY
1st Place - Dana Davis
Small Ad

Judges comment: “Nice clean ad colors go
nicely together.”

lce is Never 1007 Safe!

Minimun lce Thickness for Clear, Hard lce

Pouble amounts if the
ice s white or opaque.
1st Place - Dana Davis
Information Graphic
Judges comment: “Excellent graphic! This
is something that can be not only easily
understood but also remembered.”

Get your tickets for the
REVERSE DRAWING today!

!
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Tickets available at the Saratoga/Platte Valley Chamber
of Commerce (210 W. Elm Street), through any Chamber
Board Member or by calling 307-326-8855.

1st Place - Dana Davis
Use of Graphic Elements
Judges comment: “The reversed arrow
graphic is a unique visual aid to draw
attention to the subject. It's prominence
draws the eye into the ad.”

buying a home,
let's ARM wrestle!

RN

_ State Bank

Carbon County’s Bank Since 1899

We can help
you with an

Adjustable
Rate Mortgage.

Veterans, we appreciate your
service to our country and
thank you for all you do!

209 S st St.
Saratoga, WY 82331
(307) 326-8314

Stale Bank

2nd Place - Dana Davis
Institutional Ad
Judges comment: “This ad commands
attention. The message is simple and
respectful. The black and white makes more
of an impact with the subject matter than
color could. Good font choice, the sans
serif type doesn’t compete or clash with the
customer logo.”

Like writing? The Saratoga Sun needs a part-time reporter.

Reporter
d Wanted

Send resume to: & .
editor.saratogasun@gmail.com

2nd Place - Dana Davis
Small Ad
Judges comment: “Loved the graphic—very
unique for a help wanted ad.”

For more information, email director@sarategachamber.info
or call 307-326-8855.

2nd Place - Dana Davis
Best Designed ad
Judges comment: “Red graphics on dark
background really makes this ad stand out.”

Calling all Veterans
and their supporters!

Come enjoy your
FREE SPAGHETTI
DINNER

4pm, November 14™
St. Ann’s Parish Hall
218 W. Spring, Saratoga

We want to thank you for
your service to this country.

Hosted by 5t. Ann’s Catholic Youth Group

Honorable Mention - Dana Davis
Use of Graphic Elements
Judges comment: “Sometimes simple is
better. The spaghetti wrapped fork is elegant
and compliments the verbiage. The black
and white is very attractive.”

(307) 326-8314

209 South First Street
Saratoga, WY 82331

RNBonline.com

Member
EQUAL HOUSING

FDIC LENDER

NMLS #593649
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Firawatar Public Houss nwmw Danny Burau gats a drink
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Season you are geing to be
making money, one season
breaking even and one
season losing money.”
Burau said he saw the
writing on the wall this
summer when he was only
able to be open four days a
week andmaking a litle more
than break even. He knew
winter would kill the business.
He and his family locked
at several ways to save what
they had. They didnt want to
be only seasonal. They also
didnt want to close and sell
the building. It was decided a
new direction was required.
“We are going to reset
and reopen as a quick
serve model,” Burau said.
“This model will have less
recuirements in the kitchen.
We won't be making
averythingin house and since
we are doing that, it didnt
feel to be in the tradtion of
Firewater. So we felt we had
to part from that name and
its brand.”
Firewater could be no
more.

cost what it did,

A pile of house cut fries
topped with white gravy,
fried chicken, cheese curds
and pickled shishito peppers
and onion. By the way. the
chicken we buy is hovering
around $10 a pound now.
Yes. That is more than local
bison!” wasthe description of
& chicken dish that was over
20 in the Firewater menu,

Malt will take orders over
the internet and phone, so
Burau believes that will make
it very easy to get their food
quicky.

Burau said he had no
choice. Labor costs in the
kitchen went up 38 percent
in the past two years.

Burau said. “Then there is
the product cost. Our chicken
breast we get is over 10
dollars a pound. No reason
for it that anyone can tell.
Covid made everything goup
and was hard to get.”

Burau said he has no idea
why workers are so hard to
tind after Covid.

“It batfles me,” Burau said.

Fll‘ewatel‘ Out Malt |n...Contmued from page 1

Photos by Mike Armstrong

T]\

The iconic Firewater sign outside the
restaurant has only a few days before it will
be removed.

shakes having a litle malt
barley in them-it just [al[ Ilke

RPN

Burau said. *| hope everybody
gives the Malt the goodwil

Judges comment: “Good handling of high-interest business developments in the community

2nd Place - Mike Armstrong
Business/Energy Reporting

and region.”

Coal country through French eyes

The loss of the
world’s appetite for
coal has caused
the region to look
for new revenue
sources

by Mike Armstrong

The town of Hanna, once
a major coal boomtown as
recent as the 1980s, has
watched jobs disappear to
the point, the town itself is the
largest employer versus any
other industry.

The transition has not
been an easy one for the
miners and their families that
have lived in the area for
generations.

In the Hanna Basin area,
coal has been the lifeblocd

Alexis Buisson, a

baseballfields and two weight
rooms.

When the mines started
shutting down, Carbon
County Coal gave the
recreation center to the town.

The building is an example
of how much money was
spent on keeping coal miners
and their families happy.

Alexis Buisson, a journalist
from France, stationed in
New York, came to northern
Carbon County for a stary he
was doing on coal country
in the United States and
the transition it is going
through. The magazine he
was doing the story for, is
the international magazine
La Croix. The magazine,
according to Buisson, is
the premier, independent
Catholic daily in the world.

the transition of regions not
mining for coal any longer
and what these places are
having to contend with in a
new world.”

Buisson said, like Carbon
County, there are regions in
France that were dependent
on coal which are looking at
wind power for energy.

“People in France are
wondering how this transition
will end up,” Buisson said.

He said coal was once
essential to France.

“Coal was once very
important to the economy of
France at one time," Buisson
said. “Like this area in Carbon
County, the area in France
that used to produce much
of our coal has been closed.”

Buisson is referring to the
Nord-Pas-de-Calais Mining

attend this annual event due
to an accident that left him
injured and requiring surgery.
He did however send his
best wishes via video sent
to Dana Davis, Saratoga
Museurn Dirgctor. It was
played after dinner.

The Saratoga Museum
was the first to sponsor a
C.J. Box trivia eventin2014.
There were approximately
50 people at that event.
This year the number of
participants was about the
same with some people
traveling from as far as South
Carglina to participate.

People came from all across Wyoming and the country,
from states such as South Carolina and Arizona, to attend
the “Sleuthing with Joe Pickett” fundraising event.

meeting C.J. Box. Three
judges, Vicki Stolns, Mark
Shipp and Virginia Parker
waited patiently asthe teams
collaborated to find the best
answer.

The Saddle String Four
took first place with 13
correct answers and $400.
Three teams were in a tie
for 2nd and 3rd place. After
the tie-breaker questions
were read, second place
wentto The Falconers witha
prize of $200 and 3rd place
to the Kestrels with a prize
of $100. Cash prizes were
provided through a grant

for development to the town Journallst from France, ; iy

of Hanna. Now there is little stands next to a coal Initially, he came to Basin in northern France | Box has strong ties to  from the Carbon County
evidance coal was king other  fumace at ihe Hanna Feo Wyoming for another story.  which stretches across the | qaraioaa  His first job out  Visitors Coun,

than a few sites, like the |, Hraation B | came here ia thy Mard and Fesdecalals) o college was with the  The silent auction was
Hanna Basin Musaum, which har‘i.na fg:eaa:“?Hr\e'lE Wyoming congressional race  departments. The region e S e e

2nd Place - Mike Armstrong
Arts—Entertainment—Culture Reporting
Judges comment: “The writer covered stories about a French freelance journalist reporting
on the history of coal in Hanna, which has a similar mining history to the Nord-Pas-de-
Calais Mining Basin in northern France; a Hanna resident, who after his bar was shut
down at the beginning of COVID, transitioned his time to woodworking and a resurgence of
Pokemon Go in Hanna. Good historical details in the coal and Pokemon Go stories.”
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OprINION/EDITORIAL

CHEERS
FROM
WYOMING [§

Br Mike ArmsTRoNG

I found out Tuesday morning |
was an orphan.

The last of my four parents had
passed away quietly at 5:45 a.m.
Although | had been warned
by a nurse the day before my
stepfather’s end was possibly
approaching, | was positive
he would rally as he has done
before. | was reinforced in my
belief all would be fine when
my sister, Michelle, saw him on
Monday and talked to him for
about an hour.

My stepfather, Stuart, has

e

He was the parent who pushed
me to look at all angles before
making any impulsive decision.
Stuart hated when people around
him did something stupid and
made it clear.

He could be so annoying
because, as a kid, | did lots of
unwise things. Plus, as often as
not, he was the smartest guy in
the room and wasn'’t shy about
letting people know it. To say
he didn’t suffer fools is being
kind. Less kind, would be to say
he was somewhat arrogant. |
always felt he gave me good
practice to deal with personalities
like this as | encountered them
in life.

There was quite a time when
| doubted | could ever be close
with him.

My biological father passed
way too early. He didn’t even
get to enjoy retirement. My

didos ool

Ode to he stepfather

It was pretty tough to lose
them at a fairly young age, but
my mother and Stuart kept the
parental fires going. Although my
mother was not wild about me
taking her words so seriously by
living overseas.

I would visit them and there
were times that were great and
other times, that weren’t. My
mother became obsessed with
me coming back to live around
her, or at least the USA. Stuart
loved her very much and usually
would side with her.

They were very happy when
| bought my home in Wyoming.

I would call weekly when | was
in America and | found Stuart
actually listening to me. When |
was overseas, the calls were not
as frequent. Whereas my mother
wanted to know when | was
coming home, | noticed Stuart
liked hearing my adventures.
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they aged fairly graceful until
about three years ago. Then
deterioration of physical health
meant they had to go into
assisted living. They moved to
Colorado from Maine to be closer
to my sister and me. My mother
didn't last six months because
she was one of the unfortunate
elderly to get Covid-19 when it
first hit Denver.

Stuart became the last parent
alive and, although his health
wasn’t excellent, it always
comforted me to talk to him and
| hoped he would be around for
years to come.

| tried to phone him every
Sunday since, with the advent
of the pandemic, | could not visit
him other than stand outside
a window. Fortunately, that
changed a couple months ago.

Stuart who had once been
one of the hardest people to
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Judges comment:

2nd Place - Mike Armstrong
Column Writing
“Wonderful and honest tribute for a man you’ve made all your readers

care about.”

Bylaws

Water tank project
completed, two
towns no longer
need to share

be gone but water is back

Stephenson then read
the minutes from theSouth
Central Wyoming Emergency
Medical Services (SCWEMS)
meeting. SCWEMS is looking

2nd Place - Staff
Headline Writing

Honorable Mention -
Dana Davis & Joshua

Wood

Plus Business
Advertising Idea
Judges comment:
these pages—showing kid’s
letters is always fun.”

had more than 82 people
in attendance and $256 in
donations. It was a success.

Stephenson reported that
he is finalizing plans for the

out to local businesses.
Lorenz also reported that

one bid was received for

the groomer. The bid was

docl b il

“Loved

NorTH CouNTY NEWS
Protecting the public

Charlie George
relfects on 16 years
as Director of Public

Works for MedBow

by Mike Armstrong

Just as 2021 came to a close,
the town of Medicine Bow
received news their Public Works
Director, Charlie George was
retiring after 16 years of service
with the town. It was the first time
a town employee had actually
retired. Prior years had workers
leave on their own and at request
of the town.

He will be missed.

“Charlie has been great to work
with,” Mayor Sharon Biamon
said. “He really cared about the
town and the people that lived
here. He set a bar that will be
tough to match. Everyone will
miss him.”

George came to work for the
town 16 years ago, but his ties
to the town go back much further.

“I went to grade school and
junior high in Medicine Bow. | left
when | was in 8th grade,” George
said. “The years went by and |
was back in Wyoming and the
opportunity came up to work for
the town and | took it.”

George said the public works
has you working for the entire
town.

“In small towns, you don’t
just work for the mayor and the
council _vau wark for the entire

certain areas of the public works.
Small towns have to do it all.
We are involved in sanitation
removal, street grading, snow
plowing, helping parks and
rec stayed mowed, building
maintenance, water treatment
and water distribution, waste
water treatment; you name it,
public works was likely involved
in some way.”

George said there are many
things to be aware in the job he
was in, because public works is

different tasks that are required
to keep the town'’s infrastructure
running smoothly and safely.
George said that small towns
have gotten hit hard by price
increases of fuel over the years.
“We use a lot in different ways,”
George said. “For instance, to
plow streets in Medicine Bow, |
have said it costs about $1,000
dollars every time you plow with
wages, fuel and wear and tear
on the equipment. That is a lot
of money and we have to be

think gets the recognition that we
as residents should give them.”
George has heard plenty of
residents say public works does
a good job and another group
say, ‘I wish they would do this
or what aren't they doing this.’

“We don’t always get a lot
of public input such as council
meetings. That is where if
there are questions a resident
should come, not just complain
throughout town,” George
said. “I am not saying this is
just Medicine Bow. This is all
small towns. Town councils
are important to attend for this
reason. It does no good to just
complain on the street, not
when there is an opportunity
for public works, the mayor and
council to hear and understand
a particular problem. This is
where everyone should put in
their two cents.”

George said when a public
works big project got done, he
felt great satisfaction. He is
glad that the town now elects
mayor for four years instead of
three. He said it gives time for
the mayor to accomplish goals
that three years didn’t always
allow. He also gives credit to the
residents who are on the council
(some multiple times) and are
dedicated to the town because
there have been years when no
person would run.

“I can think of several now in
Modicina R " "
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drop off doggie treats. Bo lived
and worked with George for 15 y
years. According to Heath, they
were a package deal.

“People appreciated Bo. They
would always ask Karen where
he was, but seldom asked
where | was,” George chuckled.
“The acceptance he got was
really heartening. | also enjoyed
working with all the people in
town. It was always nice to get
the thank you.”

George said probably the
most difficult part of the job was
digging graves for friends that he
had known for years.

“We take care of the cemetery
and dig the graves,” George
said. “It can be overwhelming
to some people, but | took it on
as saying farewell to my friends.
Itis a part of the job, but it a lot
on your shoulders as you put
this person you knew and cared
for in their final resting place.
| was to do it for the friends |
knew versus it being done by
someone that didn’t know them.”

George said he admires all
the public works guys in other
small towns.

“Sometimes itis hard to go out
in the public sometimes, and all
public works personnel have to
just take pride they are doing
the best they can, given the
circumstances,” George said. “It
boils down to, if you take care of
the public, the public will take of
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Should you consolidate retirement accounts?

O'\e of the rewards for working over  + Less likalinood of Jost accounts™ It~ With multiple retirement accoums,
A0S is the abilty may be hard to believe, but many people  and different investment portfolios, you
abandon their retirement accounts, might find i difficull to maintain a unified
leaving thousands of dollars behind and  financial strategy that's appropriate for
unciaimed, your goals and risk tolerance. But once
In fact, at the end of 2021, there you've consolidated accounts with a
were nearly 25 milion forgotten 401(k) single provides, you'll find it easier 1o
accounts, worth about 209 of all 401(k) manage your investment mix and to
assets, according to an estimate by rebalance your portiolio as needad. The
Capitalize, a financial services company need to rebalance may betoms more
that hefps ndividuals roll over ratiremant  imponant as you near retirement bacause
plan assets info new accounts. IU's  you may want 10 shift some of your assets
paossible that employers can even move that aren't as
these: small. old accounts out of their 401 (k) in the financial markets.

+ Less confusion and clutfer — If you plans and into an IRA on behalt of thesr i improvernant in imvestment
nave multiple accounts in different former employees, Ius NCTBasng the Ofien, 401 (x)s may have limited
locations, it may be difficult 1o keep chances that savers will kose track of thesr  investment selection, so
track of tax money. By i your ounts with a full-service firm may
lees, dlsclosures dIIU OI!!EI important  plans with one provider, you can enswe  allow for a wider array of products and
ou dont lose track of your hard-samed  stralegies. This broader exposure can
potentialy halp you improve your overall
retirement income stralegies.

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING + Grealgr ease in calculating AMDs —
Once you turn 72, you will necd to start
taking withdrawals — called required
minimum distributions, or RMDs — from
your traditional IRA and your 401(k) or
similar pian. If you don't take out at least
the minimal amount, which is based
on your age and account balance, you
could face a penalty. If you have several
accounts, with different providers, it could
be cumbersome and difficult to calculate
your AMDS = it will be much easier with
all accounts wnder ane ool

S0, if you do have multiple retirement
accounts, give some thought to
them. The
process s not difficult, and the end result
may save you tme and hassles, while
akso halping you MANage your retingment
income more efectively.

PO Box 460  EBr
ga, WY 82331

o 1 accounts,
whlcn can heip provide needec income
for you when you do retire. As the years
want by, you may wall have accumuiated
saveral retirement accounts, such as
IRAs and 401 (k)s or simiar employer-
sponsored plans. Bul you might find
it advantagesus to consolidate these
accounts with a single provider.
Consolidating them can provide you
with several potential benefits, including

Will Faust

AAMS®E, CRPCE

could help uromca clcar simplified
account maintenance.

Y.
= Ability to follow & unified stralegy

5. M-TH 8am -5pm Ma
F 8am-3pm

122 E Bridge

Saraloga, WY 82331 Randi McCargar

(307)-326-3300 Bmml\ Office Administrator

2nd Place - Dana Davis & Joshua Wood

Plus Business Advertising Idea
Judges comment: “Great idea—sponsored content ad reads easily.”

AN

R N B 209 S 1st St.

_______ Slate Bank Saratoga, WY 82331
Carbon County's Bank smﬁ:ﬁq (307) 326'831 4

(3,

Photo courtesy Karen Heath

Honorable Mention - Mike Armstrong

Government Issue Reporting
Judges comment: “Well written and good job of revealing the character of the man retiring.”

SPECIALS orme WEEK

=78 5 1.99
TaiLkirenen= YOUR CHOICE
True Value®

45 ct. or 38 ct. 13 gal.

Tall Kitchen Trash Bags
Choose from drawstring

closure or stretch drawstring
closure. w 144 856; 181 609 B6

Your local weather brought
to you by your local bank.

Lobby: M-F 9am-5pm
Drive Thru: M-F 8:30am-5pm

Partly Sunny and Windy

Dry Dog Food prigrrer
Choose from three flavors: 44 Ib. chicken,
44 |b. grilled steak and vegetable or 40 Ib.
roasted chicken, rice and vegetable. For
adult dogs. H 167 524; 248 697; 265 003 1

$1 49 SAVE $36 OR MORE Nl

DeWALT®

Jump Starter with
Compressor

1400 amp peak jump starter and 1200

PSI air compressor. Starts engine up to V8.
H 257 936 1

18.99
YOUR CHOICE

Midwest Can g3375 $3 OR MORE
5 gal. Gas Can
Choose a red gas can, blue kerosene can

Cloudy and Breezy
Chance of Afternoon Snow

FRI

45

L)
¥3 Gallon (48.21L) 2k
{609em x 6050

13 GALLON

Cloudy with a Chance of
Snow

SAT

13 Gallon (42.20) 2Rt x 2R 2%im x 0.9 mil (6.9 cm x 63.2 ¢t x 228 )

Cloudy with a Chance of
PM Snow

Snow Showers

MON SUN

17.99

Paricon .
48 in. Flexible Flyer Plastic Sled
Built-in handles for easy maneuvering.

Partly Cloudy
Slight Chance of Snow

TUE

or yellow diesel can. H 24s 474, 478, 479 B4 W 630 509 F12
HARDWARE co Sl lYalue .

119 E. Bridge - 326-8383
Hours: 8am to 5:30pm Mon-Fri - 8am to 12pm Sat

Weather Provided By The National Weather Service

G018 Teoe eha™ Corapary Al sgisy stsarmed

1st Place - Dana Davis & Joshua Wood
Plus Business Advertising Idea - RNB Sponsored Weathr
Judges comment: “Nice looking.”

FREE Shipping to our store on your TrueValue.com Orders




